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Dear colleagues and friends,

It’s the end of October as | write this. The clocks have just gone back to British wintertime and our
plan-makers are all set to send out the Sheffield Methodist Circuit Preaching plan for the December-
to-February-quarter.

Thank you for your contributions in all sorts of ways to fill it! It is a real gift! One that keeps on giving,
and we are very grateful to you all for all you offer and do! You are a gift, every single one of you!

“Gifted. You are a gift. Made with love.” is also the title of this year’s Advent and Christmas
campaign from the Methodist Church. It comes with a whole host of (no not angels, but) materials
and we are all invited to use them: in worship, in carol services in the community and in churches,
in our notices and newsletters. Resources to reflect on, pray with and share with others, from
coffee mornings to house groups and on WhatsApp. You can find out more here:
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/

| wonder how you will use them? Which bits will you pick and choose to use, which parts will you
find particularly enriching, useful and worthwhile?

My hope is that these materials and resources will entice you to think afresh about the Advent and
Christmas stories. These well-loved, well known, maybe too well known stories by preachers and
amongst our congregations. It’s always an extra challenge to find new words and ways to interpret
them, to look at them with fresh eyes and hear the message afresh.

| think the lens of “Gifted. You are a gift. Made with love.” could really help to sharpen our
preaching this Advent and Christmas. | wonder which gifts John the Baptist and Mary had, how were
their lives shaped by and for God’s love? In what way were the shepherds gifted, and how did that
help them to gift their experience to others? And what about the angels and magi?

| wish | could come and listen to all your sermons and reflections...

May your gifts of sharing God’s love in Jesus Christ be well received and may they bring new insight,
comfort and joy to all you meet!

Please also put Alison Trezise’s Accreditation Service in your diaries!! We will celebrate with
Alison that she has completed her training and portfolio to become a local preacher. Please come
to support Alison, her family and friends on Sunday 1% of February 2026 at 3pm at Bents Green
Methodist Church. | am sure there will be cake, too!!

May the next quarter of leading worship and preaching be exciting, fulfilling and rewarding for you,
and may you know that you are a gift, made in God’s image and with God’s love.

Best wishes and every blessing,
Your siblings in Christ.

Revs Debora Marschner & Romeo Pedro
Superintendent Ministers

For your information, please find enclosed;

your Preaching Plan (if requested),
your print out of appointments,
your Preaching Card


https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/

Please take time to read this letter carefully and to transfer dates into your diary for the coming
year.

| remind all preachers that if you are unable to take any appointments in a particular quarter it is
your responsibility to find an accredited substitute and inform the superintendent minister. Please
use the office as a last resort to find a replacement.

The Cut-off date for submitting Plan availability for the March to May Plan is Fri 2" Jan.

For your information please see below the Plan making timetable;

Friday 2nd January | Deadline for submitting Plan availability

Mon 5th — Tues JL to add pre-arranged appointments

6th January

Wed 7th — Mon Ministers and lay pastors to put in their own dates and agreed pre-
12th January arranged services, local plan makers to put in church pattern and agreed

pre-arranged

Tues 13th January | Plan making team to fill in the gaps

Proof reading by ministers

Fri 16th — Tues Plan to be published and distributed
20th January

The upcoming dates for the LWPM gatherings will be on Tuesday 11" November, 7.30 pm, Firth
Park Methodist Church, and Thursday 12t March, Venue tbc.

There are a number of appointments which were unable to be filled, please see below. If you are
able to help please let the Circuit office know as soon as possible;

December 2025 - February 2026
Appointments still to be filled

28™" December10:30 am Christian Centre Stocksbridge
10:00 am Nether Green
10:30 am Wisewood
4% January  10:30 am Firth Park
11:00 am Hatfield House Lane
10:45 am High Green
10:30 am Wesley Hall
18™ January 10:30 am Coal Aston
15™ February 10:30 am Crane Moor

Circuit Admin Team



